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Community Background Report 
Palmetto Park Road Corridor 
 
Boundaries 
North: Palmetto Park Road 
South: Palmetto Park Road 
East: SW 12th Avenue 
West: Powerline Road 
 
Community Type: Neighborhood 
 
Background 
 
The Palmetto Park Road Corridor runs east to west spanning a little less than three miles, 
across eight Census block groups.  The Corridor begins in Boca Raton and ends in the 
unincorporated area of Palm Beach County.  
Community Dynamics 
In 2007, Urban Design Associates prepared the Downtown Boca Raton Master Plan 
Update. [1] The area covered in the study includes portions of the Palmetto Park Road Corridor.  
The study contained citizen participation that included one-on-one discussions, focus groups, 
surveys, and other meetings.  Residents reported satisfaction with the mix of land uses in the area 
as well as the landscaping.  Participants identified areas of strength and weakness in Downtown 
Boca Raton. Strengths included Mizner Park, Royal Palm Plaza, and Sanborn Square.  A lack of 
the following was considered a weakness:  pedestrian-friendly roads, waterfront access and green 
space.  
Recommendations stemming from this study included improving sidewalks, streetscapes, 
and pedestrian crossings in order to create an interconnected Downtown that will no longer be a 
series of isolated areas.  Researchers divided the downtown area into six quarters of 
improvement.  One of these areas was the Palmetto Park East Quarter, which had two general 
recommendations: 1) Create a three-lane section along the road with a median between Mizner 
Boulevard and NE 5th Avenue; 2) Elimination of the parking lane and the median, allowing four 
moving lanes as well as expanding the width of sidewalks on both sides of the road.  The 
participants suggested the model of Paris’ Champs Elysees with wide landscaped streets friendly 
to pedestrians and lined with hotels, restaurants, and businesses.  Focus turned towards how the 
Palmetto Park East Road would terminate at the Intra-Coastal Waterway.  A general suggestion 
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was the creation of a downtown circulator to improve transit and the parking problem by 
connecting the parking garages to the areas of major use in the downtown area. 
The 2000 Census counted 10,287 residents in the Palmetto Park Road Corridor.  
Residents under the age of 18 years comprised 16%.  Residents ages 65 years and over 
comprised 23% of the Corridor’s population.  The median age was 45 years.  Only 21% of 
households were composed of married-couple families.   
Non-Hispanic Whites accounted for 86% of the population.  In 2000, 1% of the 
population was composed of Blacks while Hispanics made up 10% of residents.  Residents in the 
Palmetto Park Road Corridor born outside the United States accounted for 16% of the 
population.  The majority of households (78%) spoke only English at home while 10% of 
household primarily spoke Spanish at home.  Of the population ages 25 years and over, 37% had 
a bachelor’s degree or higher and a vast majority (93%) of the population had at least a high 
school diploma or equivalent. 
Median household incomes for the eight census block groups of the Corridor were 
between $40,000 and $70,000.  The notable outlier was census tract 76.13, block group 2, which 
had a median household income of $38,176.  The median household income was $54,176 and the 
per capita income was $32,721 with a minimal of 3.4% households falling below the poverty 
line. 
According to the 2000 Census, the Palmetto Park Road Corridor had 5,509 housing units.  
Single-family homes made up 49% of housing units.  Multi-family homes accounted for 51% of 
housing units.  Occupied housing units were primarily owner-occupied (64% of occupied 
housing units) with renters comprising 26% of occupied housing units.  The median home price 
was $138,002 and median rent was $910. 
The Palmetto Park Corridor has several acres of medium and high residential land use 
between South Military Trail and Powerline Road.  West of Powerline Road, the land is a 
mixture of medium to high residential units with an economic development center.  North of the 
economic development center, the land is primarily low to high residential units. 
 
Useful Tables 
 
Population Characteristics 
Population 10,287 
Median age 45 
Residents 65 and over 23.1% 
Residents under 18 16.4% 
Married-Couple Households 44.3% 
Non-Hispanic Whites 86% 
Blacks 1% 
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Hispanics 10% 
Foreign born 16% 
English spoken at home 78% 
Spanish spoken at home 10% 
Other Language spoken at home 12% 
 
Income 
Median household income $54,176 
Per capita Income $32,721 
% Households Below the poverty line 3.4% 
 
Housing 
Description 2000 
Housing Units 5,509 
Total occupied 4,960 
Owner occupied 3,541 
Renter occupied 1,419 
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